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essentially saw in aartaoeaUas; treat Greaayko, althooyh 
these aspects ef the U.S. ft. R. position are worthy of note: 

L The as se rt ion that East German sovereignty 
is e'Tltal interest" of the U. S. S. R. 

L Reiteration ef Qromyko'e contention that the 
allied presence la West Berlin repreaents a "NATO base 
within Bast Germany. 

S. Relationship between the U.S. a R. 's security 
and the end of Western occupation. 

Sincerely youra, 
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Ia.snawei: to tin 3ocmtary? s; qnestloo y Gromyko Mid he 
had receUM irefeorf frm ibnbn*a*dbr Dbtorjnln on the letter's 
discussion: wife JttieTtoesldeniWssld that tfa* -situation wu not 
improved from the P. S. 8. R. point of view. Gromyko said the 
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West Berlin. TMSeersbMyeeasrve* that the U.S. had indicated 
there were some imi of possible agreement, and yet the U. S. 8. R. 
had concentrated Instead en the qpeetion of allied troop*. Ho polntod 
out that nothing could bo dooo about tho presence of Western forces 
in West Berlin but that peaceful adjustment was possible on other 
points. He recalled that the President had told Khrushchev in Vienna 
that the presence of forces in West Berlin was fundamental and of 
vital interest. The Secretary emphasised that the U. S. was in West 
Berlin and had to stay there. The Secretary and Gromyko agreed 
that the question of Western forces was a crucial one, because — 
the Secretary said — the Soviets had made it so. 

Gromyko said that from a purely military viewpoint the 
number of the Western troops in West Berlin is insignificant in 
today's situation, whether the total was 10, SO, SO, or 40,000. 
However, he added, the U. 8. insists that the troops remain. He 
said the Soviets had concluded that there were four reasons for our 
Insistence on this: (1) TheU.8. wants to have a FATO base in the 
center of Beat Germany, (9 The 9.8. wants to Maintain the 
oecupetiea regis* to West Berlin, <S) The U.S. wants to preserve 
all the I ami tnj ■ ssl af fsta alli my of least, ea e(i) The U.S. 
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On the question of access to West Berlin, the Secretary 
emphasized that the U. S. sees no legal or other way that the GDR 
could be given out of thin air rights which cut across the rights of 
the Western powers. Because the West is in West Berlin by right — 
and not as an irritant — that right cannot be abrogated nor transferred 
to the GDR. The Secretary said the West does not want its access to 
interfere with the rights of GDR authorities but it believes that the GDR 
should not interfere with the West's access. The Secretary saw no 
reason why this mutual non-interference should present a particular 
problem. 

As for the matter of prestige, the Secretary emphasised that 
the U.S. could not permit the U.S.S.R, to decide what particular 
proposal would satisfy U. &. preetigs considerations. The Secretary 
thought the Soviets may have created for themselves a prestige problem 
»efWee%amfereoemtheU.LLB.*peJelle 
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At about this point In the conversation Gromyko embarked upon 
a lengthy statement which he read from a prepared text. Re began by 
stating that the U.S.S.R. cannot agree that the U. S. has a universal 
right of determining what accords with vital Interests on either side 
of the dispute. The Secretary interjected that neither side has such 
a rlgnt. Gromyko then said that the U. 8. S. R. is convinced thst It would 
be best for the U. S. and other Western powers, the U. S. S. R. , and 
other countries/sign one or two peace treaties with the two German 
states. However, la view of the objectives of the U.S. and its allies, 
theU.S.S.R. la allowing for the possibility of the peace treaty being 
signed by the U. 8. 8. R. aad some ether countries with the ODR alone. 
Gromyko said that whenever the U.S. 8. R. has advanced proposals f or 
reaehlag agreement on a peace treaty aad of aorn 
1« West Beria by making Its free etty, tasU.8. i 
answer or tf it ecoe says ayst, ay**, aadayet. From tats, 
sale; tew U.S. 8. R. eeaatnseaSsstflkiU.S. has last la* era at >a i 
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wid, he repeated that the U. I. S.R. woaU do this only if there were no 

agreed solution. Ht said tht U. 8. lad sot an example for the U. S. S. R. 
to follow la acting on the Japanese Peace Treaty. 

Gromyko than turned to alleged threats which he said were 
heard from prominent Western personalitlea both In the TJ. S. and 
Europe, fie said it was time that those parsons understood that 
threats had no effect on the U. & S. R. and would be duly rebuffed by it. 
Without Identifying any of the personalitlea, Gromyko aald the U. S. S. R. 
had everything it needed to stand up for Itself and Its allies and to safe- 
guard GPR sovereignty. He aald that If anyone In the West should 
embark on the slippery and dangerous path of trying his luck in military 
adventures he, Gromyko, would see that he who sows wind reaps 
whirlwind. 

Gromyko aald the Secretary's statement that both sides are 
responsible for the solution of the Berlin problem la incompatible 
with the U. & attitude, which Oromyko characterised aa Insisting on a 
sohiUon which wc^ be entirely eultabie to the U. 8. alone. This 
eon&Mon, Gromyke aald, weald jutaaii a dangerous aid eanloalve 
atteettanaiBara»a. i i| U i H ay the i l l I i un i afths aianf H1. i 
twajuanila ^iymea* jW aytaji te rn mt • aUfO aUMetj 
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ofttavetaalagtaeWeetafidtfceU.I. The aWetaiy pointed out taat the 
u. S. military build-up ha* been In dlraet ralatlon to Sovlat activities 
since World War n. 
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